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By STUART EMMRICH 
Alligator Staff Writer 

A member of the presidential CIA in- 
vestigating commission, former U.S, Solicitor 
Gen. Erwin Griswold defended at UF 
Wednesday the "inherent secrecy" of the 
CIA, but added the commission was going to 
thoroughly investigate any areas of domestic 
surveillance the agency may have been in- 
volved in. 

Griswold, at UF's College of Law as a 
Distinguished Professor, said the commission 
was instructed by President Gerald Ford “to 
examine any domestic . operations the CIA 
may have engaged in and to make any 
. recommendations it feels necessary.” 

THE CIA is forbidden by its 1947 charter 
to involve itself in domestic spying and 
Griswold said the commission was going to 
determined if the charter was violated. 

He added the task might be difficult 
because the CIA is “a complex organization 
involving a large number of individuals. We 
can’t be expected to walk around the place 
with a magnifying glass.” 

He said, however, that the commission 
would “follow up any lead or problem we hear 
about, We want to learn as much as we can.” 
ALTHOUGH Griswold said any domestic 
spying by the CIA should not be going on, he 
defneded the necessity of the agency existing 
for foreign operations. 

“There must be a CIA," he said, “and it 
has to operate in secrecy. We live in a world of 
many nations that have intelligence 
operations. We cannot go around with 

( blinders on. 

“Often the only things we know about a 
country is what we find out through the CIA. 
•j Most of their work is done by reading 
* newspapers and journals,” he added. 

HE EMPHASIZED, however, that the 
agency must be “under effective citizen 
control” but refused to say whether that 
control should come from the President or 
Congress. 


"That's one of the things the commission is 
going to look into," he explained. 

The commission's investigating powers only 
refer to domestic operations. Griswold said 
they will not look into the foreign activities of 
the CIA.- . 

GRISWOLD SAID the commission would 
report to the Justice Department, whose duty 
it will be to carry out any recommendations. 

There are no penalties stated for persons 
who may have violated the CIA charter and 
Griswold said this is one of the areas the 
commission might look into. 

Griswold said the commission hearings 
would “necessar ily be private” because of the 
confidential nature of some of the testimony 
being given. 

“THE OPERATION is inherently secret. If 
you report to too large a group then it won’t, 
be kept secret.” he said. 

Answering charges from some gov ernment 
officials that the investigation of the CIA 
might hamper the agency’s operations, 
Griswold said, “If they are doing something 
illegal then it ought to be hampered.” 

Griswold said he thought the investigation 
would ultimately benefit the agency and “help 
the morale of the CIA's employes." 
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